For a peaceful future

“Citizens of the world, what do you think? Are more powerful nuclear forces necessary
for national security? What about arms races, competing to maintain superiority over
other nations? Given such circumstances, how can nations offer safety and security to
their people? Is that not impossible?”

These words were a part of the speech by the Mayor of Hiroshima at the Hiroshima
Peace Memorial Ceremony. This summer I attended the Hiroshima Peace Memorial
Ceremony. At the ceremony, I learnt anew that the damage caused by the A-bomb was
too painful for words and more tragic than I had ever imagined. There were many foreign
tourists visiting the Peace Memorial Park, and I realised that there are people all over the
world who are trying to understand the damage caused by the A-bomb. I also thought that
if people in foreign countries were made aware of the damage caused by the atomic
bombs, it would help to solve international problems.

This year, the Japan Confederation of A- and H-Bomb Sufferers Organization won the
Nobel Peace Prize. They won the prize because they made exceptional efforts towards
becoming a world without nuclear weapons and the testimony that nuclear weapons must
never be used again. For 68 years, they have worked to appeal to the world for the total
abolition of nuclear weapons. Although they had some painful memories, they dedicated
their experience of great sacrifice to the hope of peace.

“Let us share the experiences and values of others through exchanges in music, art,
sports and other forms of communication, empathise with each other, and through such
activities create a world in which we can share a ‘culture of peace’.” What the Mayor of
Hiroshima said in his speech left a deep impression on me and I felt that they were
absolutely true. Also, it is our generation that has the mission of creating a world where
we can share this ‘culture of peace’. I believe we have to make an effort to bring one
step closer to a peaceful future by discussing not only with people in the country but also
with people all over the world and sharing the culture of peace. Why don’t you think about
peace more deeply?
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