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Even though we’re small but always we all know

We are brimming with hope for our future
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Iwatsuki’s road guides us where we meet and where we grow
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Yamabuki is always watching over us Motoarakawa is enveloping us

This is the place where we can come back even if we get lost
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All of us have clothed ourselves in myths and colors Illuminated, by the blue sky

We make our flowers bloom
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Ahead of us we have our whole life  Let’s achieve our big dreams

Let’s spread our wings and prepare for our dreams  Now the sky is the limit
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Make the world your own stage  You are all Kaichi
Kaichi Kaichi Kaichi We are Kaichi



"This is a Language, too.}
8th grade Chiyori Setogawa

Did you watch The Tokyo Olympic games? How about The Paralympic Games?
Fewer people watched the Paralympics than the Olympics. Why do you think this is?

I think this is because people don’t know how amazing Paralympians are.

More people would want to watch the Paralympics if they knew more about them.

I watched both the Olympics and the Paralympics. People who participate in The
Paralympics have a variety of disabilities. For example, some people have no hands
or feet, can’t see, can’t hear, or have a developmental disability. It’s hard to imagine
it, but I think that they have an unimaginably hard time in their normal life. Apart
from that, they want to play sports and become stronger so they can participate in
the Paralympics. If I had a disability, I couldn’t be like them. Many people say that
The Olympics were great. That may be true, but I feel there is even more effort with
the Paralympics.

Among those people who have a disability, I focused on deaf people. They have
trouble hearing, so they use “sign language.”

Roughly speaking, there are 2 types of sign language. One is the sign language
which is made by deaf people. They use not only their hands, but also their facial
expressions. This is different between the countries, such as the US and UK, both
which speak English. The biggest difference between these two countries’ sign
language is their sign alphabets. Americans use only one hand, but the British use
both hands.

The other is the sign language in the language’s word order. The word order is
exactly the same as the voiced language, so people who become deaf later in life
use this.

I have three reasons that I want to study it.

First, I want to help deaf people anytime. Of course, we can speak with deaf people
without using sign language. For example, communicating through writing, typing
on a phone, or something like that. But, how about when we don’t have anything we
can use? We can’t communicate with them! I want to communicate with deaf people!
So, I started to research about sign language.

Second, last year I listened to a lecture by Ren Kikukawa who is a well known deaf
person and also a sexual minority. She is a double minority, but she has a positive
attitude. I want to help people like her.

Also, a TV personality that I like was learning it voluntarily, and he can speak in it
very well. I felt he was amazing and I want to be like him.

I have been researching it for about three years. After researching about sign



language and listening to a lecture, I wanted to learn about sign language more and
more!

Sign language is a language. It takes a lot of time to remember it just like learning
English. But, I want to learn it, and I want to help deaf people as much as I can.
Let’s help others without discrimination or prejudice!

Thank you.
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